
Ningaloo Reef
Ningaloo is home to the world’s largest fringing reef 
and can be reached by just a short swim from the 
shore. Nowhere else on the planet can you access 
a large coral reef so easily. What’s more, it’s made 
the UNESCO World Heritage List for its incredible 
biodiversity and the ‘bucket list’ as one of the few 
places in the world where you can swim with the 
largest fish in the ocean, the gentle whale shark.

For your Ningaloo escape, head for Coral Bay 
or Exmouth. Flights from Perth get you to nearby 
Learmonth airport in two hours. Alternatively, you 
can make the two day drive from Perth, along 
the route known as the Coral Coast Highway, or 
extend your stay and customise your own epic 
road trip adventure.

Reaching nearly 20 kilometres seaward and covering 
5,000 square kilometres of ocean, Ningaloo Reef 
brings you face-to-fin with some 500 species of 
fish, graceful manta rays and turtles, as you glide 
over 300 varieties of coral. Or, if you’d prefer to stay 
dry, glass-bottom boat tours offer a window to this 
underwater wonderland.

For real adventure-lovers, nothing compares to the 
exhilaration of swimming with the world’s largest 
fish - the whale shark - which visits Ningaloo 
between late March and mid-July, and can grow 
up to 16 metres long.

Between June and November, Ningaloo welcomes 
another mammoth visitor, as humpback whales 
make their annual migration. Guided swims are 
available August to October. 

Whale watching tours operate from Coral Bay and 
Exmouth, but if you miss the boat, you might catch 
the turtle nesting and hatching season when tours 
run from late December to March.

For a different perspective, explore the rugged Cape 
Range National Park in a four wheel drive, on the 
water or on foot. The park hugs the coastline offering 
vibrant views of red canyons against the blue coast. 

Take a guided walk up Mandu Mandu Gorge, 
stopping to spot native wildlife, and be sure to 
stop at Vlaming Head Lighthouse on the way back 
to take in a Ningaloo sunset.

To add to the adventure, go camping or ‘glamping’ 
in Cape Range National Park. Alternatively, make 
Coral Bay or Exmouth your base - both offer options 
to cater for all budgets, from backpackers, caravan 
parks and chalets to motels, lodges and resorts.

Ningaloo Reef is one of them. Recognised on the UNESCO World Heritage List, the world’s largest fringing reef is home to stunning coral formations 
and spectacular sea life, just metres from the shore. Swimming with the whale sharks, the gentle giants of the ocean, is one of life’s most exhilarating 
experiences and just one highlight of a Western Australia adventure for your clients.

The Locals
From March to July, Ningaloo Reef plays 
host to the largest aggregation of the 
world’s biggest fish, the majestic whale 
shark. Tours to swim with both whale sharks 
and humpback whales are available out 
of Exmouth and Coral Bay. There are also 
many other eco-adventure tours to view a 
huge variety of marine wildlife including sea 
turtles, orcas (killer whales) dugongs, manta 
rays, reef sharks and much more! 

Ningaloo Reef can be accessed just 
footsteps from the beach – something very 
few coral reefs offer. Enjoy the clearest 
turquoise water imaginable in the Ningaloo 
Reef Lagoon and see pristine coral gardens 
and swim with hundreds of colourful 
tropical reef fish species at the do-it-yourself 
snorkelling sites of Exmouth’s Cape Range 
National Park or Coral Bay.

When passing through Exmouth, keep an 
eye out for emus who wander through the 
town streets.

Ningaloo Reef, Coral Bay

Ningaloo Reef, Exmouth

Aerial view of Ningaloo Reef
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The Margaret River Region is renowned for producing some of Australia’s very best food and wine. But that is just the beginning of what’s on offer. From 
the coast, to the caves, to the forest there is enough on offer in the Margaret River Region to satisfy everyone, from the foodie to the serious adventurer. 

Margaret River Region
The Margaret River Region encompasses the 
towns of Dunsborough, Busselton, Yallingup, 
Cowaramup, Augusta and Margaret River. It 
is known for its premium wines, and offers 
travellers a unique opportunity to indulge in 
a range of holiday experiences. It is the only 
wine region in Australia where you can hop 
from award-winning wineries and restaurants to 
stunning beaches, tall-timber forests, world-class 
surf breaks and ancient caves. Blessed with 
mild weather and abundant sunshine, Margaret 
River has evolved from a chilled-out surfie town 
into a popular base for enjoying the region’s fine 
flavours and spectacular scenery, where rolling 
vineyards sit against a backdrop of ocean and 
forest.

Producing over 20% of Australia’s premium wine, 
the tastings are top notch. Besides over 100 
cellar doors, you’ll be spoilt for choice with many 
fine restaurants, boutique breweries, art galleries 
and fresh produce, from divine cheeses to 
decadent chocolate. Time your visit to coincide 
with the annual wine and food festivals and you’ll 
get to savour many of these flavours in one hit. 

Those with a taste for adventure will find plenty to 
indulge in too, from exploring the famous Cape 
to Cape track, or spotting whales off the coast. 

From Perth, it’s an easy three hour drive via coast 
or country. Budget travellers can catch the coach 
that departs daily. Or, you can opt to arrive in style, 
fly direct from Melbourne three times a week.

After a journey surrounded by premium wineries, 
and amazing vistas of undulating vineyards, it is 
the lush forest, the river and the surf breaks that 
add an extra dimension to Margaret River.

During the day the towns are bustling with 
sandy beach feet, but at night they come alive 
with a totally different scene of fantastic foodie 
restaurants, wine bars, and pubs with live music. 
Decadent food, premium produce, internationally 
renowned wine, surf culture, art and a love for 
nature combine to be the soul of the town and 
some of the main attractions.

Stunning walking and cycling tracks meander 
along the river or through the surrounding forest 
to the vineyards and farms. The world-famous 
Margaret River surf is only 10 minutes from the 
Margaret River town centre.

A range of quality accommodation is available 
ranging from backpackers, bed and breakfasts, 
apartments, luxury lodges, manors and hotels.

Western Australia 
Gourmet Escape
It’s a full plate at the annual Western 
Australia Gourmet Escape, which is 
hosted in Perth and Margaret River each 
November with a line-up of international 
celebrity chefs and homegrown favourites.

In 2019, Marco Pierre White was joined by 
Momofuku’s David Chang, Jock Zonfrillo, 
Colin Fassnidge and Pierre Koffmann. 

Western Australia Gourmet Escape offers 
something for everyone from the avid 
foodies to those simply chasing a bit of 
celebrity action, and of course those who 
want to try the region’s premium wines in 
spectacular locations.

Smiths Beach

Olio Bello, Margaret River

Beach BBQ, Western Australia Gourmet Escape

Wills Domain Winery, Margaret River
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This historic and picturesque coastal region boasts some of the most awe-inspiring coastline and stunning landscapes in the world. With unique and 
diverse flora and fauna endemic to the region, there is a wealth of national parks to explore. And to top off its natural beauty and cultural heritage,  
the region also offers a variety of gourmet attractions, with an abundance of wineries, farmers markets and producers to discover.

The breathtaking beauty of Albany’s rugged 
coastline creates a fitting backdrop to a dramatic 
whaling, convict and settler history and a 
sensational south coast adventure. 

The Albany Highway gets you there in just five 
hours from Perth, while a direct flight from Perth 
airport will whisk you there in one hour and 15 
minutes. Or why not take your time by driving the 
foodie route via the Margaret River Region; or if 
you’re feeling energetic, enjoy one of the world’s 
greatest hiking journeys, walking the Bibbulmun 
Track that runs from Perth to Albany. 

This charming city of Albany marks the spot where 
the first European settlers set foot in Western 
Australia, and much of their legacy remains 
today with around 50 colonial buildings used as 
museums, galleries and restaurants. From convict 
prisons, whaling ships and taverns to quaint 
cottages and grand National Trust residences, you 
can take in almost two centuries of history on a 
30-minute self-guided walk, following the Amity Trail.

Albany’s King George Sound marks the spot 
where the first convoy of ANZACs departed for the 
battlegrounds of the First World War. Today, you can 

follow their extraordinary stories through the National 
Anzac Centre’s state-of-the-art interactive displays.

You’ll also find some of the town’s biggest tales 
in the Historic Whaling Station at Discovery Bay, 
the only museum of its kind to be housed in a 
former whaling station. The industry met its end 
in 1978, creating a safe port of call for migrating 
humpback, southern right and blue whales. Spot 
them from the shore or join a whale watching 
cruise for a magical encounter.

One of the most scenic areas for whale spotting 
and cliff-top walks is Torndirrup National Park. 
Here, the Southern Ocean has sculpted the 
granite coastline into striking formations known as 
The Gap and Natural Bridge.

For sensational views over King George Sound, 
head for Middleton Beach Board Walk. Or take a 
drive up to Albany Wind Farm and feel dwarfed by 
the towering turbines.

As well as world-class hiking, you’ll also find some 
top-notch spots for fishing, sailing and diving. 

A weekend visit also brings the iconic Albany 
Farmers Markets. No imports here, just fresh and 
fabulous, locally-grown flavours.

Taste Albany and the Great Southern
There’s a reason Albany’s gourmet providores, organic food producers, farmers’ markets and 
dining outlets are stacking up all the food awards’ silverware. Produce so fresh you can count 
the minutes since it was harvested, devotion to sustainable agricultural methods, commitment 
to time-honoured cooking techniques passed down through generations and a strictly seasonal 
approach to dining room menus. 

The list goes on and so does Albany’s food and wine scene. Visit the cellar doors for a wine tasting, 
or dine in and taste some of the Great Southern’s fresh local produce. Linger around the vineyards 
of Mount Barker, Denmark, Frankland River and Porongurup and enjoy your peaceful surroundings. 

Start or end your foodie adventure in Albany with a trip to Western Australia’s Margaret River Region, 
three hours drive from Perth. Producing over 20% of Australia’s premium wine, the tastings are top 
notch. And besides over 100 cellar doors, you’ll be spoilt for choice with many fine restaurants, 
boutique breweries, art galleries and fresh produce, from divine cheeses to decadent chocolate.

Dining at Oranje Tractor Wines

Whale watching

The Gap, Torndirrup National Park
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Long celebrated as one of the world’s prettiest and most liveable cities, Perth is now striding confidently on to the international stage as a leading 
player in Australia’s cultural, hospitality and events scene. New attractions, accommodation, wining and dining offerings and cultural and entertainment 
precincts have flourished, complementing the city’s natural beauty. So what’s new, and what’s to come?

New city precincts
Connecting the Swan River and city, the vibrant 
waterfront precinct of Elizabeth Quay opened in 
2016. Look out for Go Cultural’s Aboriginal walking 
tours, river cruises, public art, pop-up events, kids 
play areas, a brewery and restaurants. Multiple 
development projects are taking shape, including the 
newly-opened Ritz-Carlton Perth, its first Australian 
property in over 10 years. The hotel offers a rooftop 
bar, Songbird, and fine-dining restaurant, Hearth.

As part of the Perth City Link project, two new 
public precincts have been unveiled. Kings Square 
is a short walk from Perth Arena, Northbridge 
and the Perth Cultural Centre where visitors can 
have a bite to eat or meander through the Art 
Gallery of WA; while Yagan Square is the flagship 
public space. Designed to celebrate WA with a 
strong Aboriginal narrative, Yagan Square is a 
hub of activity, day and night, with a digital tower 
and digital canopies for light, art, and video 
projections, native gardens, and public art. This 
hub is also home to a market hall, featuring around 
20 food vendors, other eateries, bars and pop-up 
events, such as the annual Fringe World festival.

Elsewhere, heritage buildings and laneways are 
now home to bustling bars and street art. More 
than 80 walls across Perth and surrounding 
suburbs have become a canvas for local, 
interstate and international artists, including a new 
23-storey masterpiece adorning The Adnate hotel.

Opening at the end of 2015, the State Buildings 
has become one of Perth’s most popular wining 
and dining precincts. 

Situated in the centre of the city, the former 
government buildings have been reinvented and 
as well as housing luxury boutique hotel COMO 
The Treasury, visitors will find David Thompson’s 
Long Chim, celebrated Perth chocolatier Sue Lewis, 
Rohan Jewellery, COMO Shambhala, Wildflower 
restaurant (with a menu revolving around the six 
Indigenous Noongar seasons) and many more 
unique foodie experiences. 

Recently opened Hibernian Place is home to the 368-
room, five-star Westin Perth, Guy Grossi’s Garum 
restaurant, much-loved WA wellness spa Bodhi J, a 
coffee roaster, rooftop bar and new eateries.

New hotels
Perth now offers some of the best value 
hotel and short-stay accommodation in 
Australia. Not only are visitors enjoying more 
choice in accommodation with a broad 
selection of boutique, big name and luxury 
accommodation options, Perth hoteliers are 
also offering up some great deals. 

Since 2012, over 40 new or redeveloped 
hotels have opened in and around Perth, 
adding nearly 5,000 new rooms to the local 
market with names such as COMO, Crown 
Towers, Ritz-Carlton, Intercontinental and 
Aloft among the mix.

By 2022, it is expected that a further seven 
new hotels will come online, adding even 
more new rooms. Among the names still 
to come are DoubleTree by Hilton Perth 
Waterfront, and Dorsett Hotel. 

State Buildings, PerthElizabeth Quay
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An ancient landscape covering hundreds of thousands of square kilometres, the Kimberley is one of the world’s most precious wilderness regions.  
A land of breathtaking contrasts with billions of years in history and covering more than one million square kilometres, the Kimberley offers an experience 
of a lifetime for your clients. Take a flight over the World Heritage-listed Bungle Bungle Range in Purnululu National Park, ride the world’s only horizontal 
waterfalls, tackle the legendary Gibb River Road, be awe-struck by some of the most ancient landscapes on Earth, cruise to some of the world’s most 
remote untouched wilderness areas, witness the illusion of the Staircase to the Moon, or take in a Broome Cable Beach sunset from the saddle of a camel.

The Kimberley
One of the last true wilderness areas on Earth and 
three times larger than England, with a population 
of less than 40,000, the Kimberley region is spread 
over Australia’s entire north western corner. A land 
of breathtaking contrasts covering billions of years 
in history, it’s here you’ll find native wildlife, majestic 
canyons, freshwater swimming holes and outback 
stations, as well as one of Australia’s greatest 4WD 
road trips.

Despite the area’s remoteness, it’s also a place 
of great food, luxury accommodation, friendly 
locals and one of the most romantic beach 
towns on Earth. Start your journey in Broome and 
explore the many natural wonders in this amazing 
region including:

• Taking an exhilarating helicopter flight over
the magnificent beehive domes of the Bungle
Bungle Range in World Heritage-listed
Purnululu National Park.

• Riding the white waters of the spectacular
Horizontal Falls, or follow the trail of legendary
cattle drovers on the Gibb River Road.

• Immersing yourself in one of the world’s
oldest living cultures, seeing ancient Aboriginal
stories come to life in some of the oldest
artworks on Earth, the Bradshaw rock paintings
(also known as Gyorn Gyorn or Gwion Gwion).

• Joining a luxury expedition cruise of pristine
reefs and archipelagos.

• Witnessing the rare spectacle of the Staircase
to the Moon from March to October.

• Taking in a Broome Cable Beach sunset from
the saddle of a camel, or laze in chic beachside
eco retreats and resorts.

Colours of the Kimberley
The real beauty of this region is that it lets 
you be as adventurous and indulgent or as 
laidback as you wish. Climb, walk, swim, or 
just lie back and admire the beauty of the 
Kimberley, one of Australia’s largest and 
most spectacular natural arenas, famous for 
its boab trees, sheer gorges, rugged ranges, 
sandy beaches, waterfalls and cool swimming 
holes 350 million years in the making. 

Cygnet Bay Pearl Farm, Dampier Peninsula 

Windjana Gorge National Park

Staircase to the Moon, Broome

The Kimberley
One of Earth’s last True wilderness areas
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An ancient landscape covering hundreds of thousands of square kilometres, the Kimberley is one of the world’s most precious wilderness regions.  

A land of breathtaking contrasts with billions of years in history and covering more than one million square kilometres, the Kimberley offers an experience 

of a lifetime for your clients. Take a flight over the World Heritage-listed Bungle Bungle Range in Purnululu National Park, ride the world’s only horizontal 

waterfalls, tackle the legendary Gibb River Road, be awe-struck by some of the most ancient landscapes on Earth, cruise to some of the world’s most 

remote untouched wilderness areas, witness the illusion of the Staircase to the Moon, or take in a Broome Cable Beach sunset from the saddle of a camel.

The KimberleyOne of the last true wilderness areas on Earth and 

three times larger than England, with a population 

of less than 40,000, the Kimberley region is spread 

over Australia’s entire north western corner. A land 

of breathtaking contrasts covering billions of years 

in history, it’s here you’ll find native wildlife, majestic 

canyons, freshwater swimming holes and outback 

stations, as well as one of Australia’s greatest 4WD 

road trips.
Despite the area’s remoteness, it’s also a place 

of great food, luxury accommodation, friendly 

locals and one of the most romantic beach 

towns on Earth. Start your journey in Broome and 

explore the many natural wonders in this amazing 

region including:
• Taking an exhilarating helicopter flight over

the magnificent beehive domes of the Bungle

Bungle Range in World Heritage-listed
Purnululu National Park.• Riding the white waters of the spectacular

Horizontal Falls, or follow the trail of legendary

cattle drovers on the Gibb River Road.
• Immersing yourself in one of the world’s

oldest living cultures, seeing ancient Aboriginal

stories come to life in some of the oldest
artworks on Earth, the Bradshaw rock paintings

(also known as Gyorn Gyorn or Gwion Gwion).

• Joining a luxury expedition cruise of pristine
reefs and archipelagos.

• Witnessing the rare spectacle of the Staircase

to the Moon from March to October.
• Taking in a Broome Cable Beach sunset from

the saddle of a camel, or laze in chic beachside

eco retreats and resorts.

Colours of the Kimberley
The real beauty of this region is that it lets 
you be as adventurous and indulgent or as 

laidback as you wish. Climb, walk, swim, or 

just lie back and admire the beauty of the 
Kimberley, one of Australia’s largest and 
most spectacular natural arenas, famous for 

its boab trees, sheer gorges, rugged ranges, 

sandy beaches, waterfalls and cool swimming 

holes 350 million years in the making. 
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Ningaloo Reef
Ningaloo is home to the world’s largest fringing reef and can be reached by just a short swim from the shore. Nowhere else on the planet can you access a large coral reef so easily. What’s more, it’s made the UNESCO World Heritage List for its incredible biodiversity and the ‘bucket list’ as one of the few places in the world where you can swim with the largest fish in the ocean, the gentle whale shark.For your Ningaloo escape, head for Coral Bay or Exmouth. Flights from Perth get you to nearby Learmonth airport in two hours. Alternatively, you can make the two day drive from Perth, along the route known as the Coral Coast Highway, or extend your stay and customise your own epic road trip adventure.

Reaching nearly 20 kilometres seaward and covering 5,000 square kilometres of ocean, Ningaloo Reef brings you face-to-fin with some 500 species of fish, graceful manta rays and turtles, as you glide over 300 varieties of coral. Or, if you’d prefer to stay dry, glass-bottom boat tours offer a window to this underwater wonderland.
For real adventure-lovers, nothing compares to the exhilaration of swimming with the world’s largest fish - the whale shark - which visits Ningaloo between late March and mid-July, and can grow up to 16 metres long.

Between June and November, Ningaloo welcomes another mammoth visitor, as humpback whales make their annual migration. Guided swims are available August to October. 
Whale watching tours operate from Coral Bay and Exmouth, but if you miss the boat, you might catch the turtle nesting and hatching season when tours run from late December to March.

For a different perspective, explore the rugged Cape Range National Park in a four wheel drive, on the water or on foot. The park hugs the coastline offering vibrant views of red canyons against the blue coast. Take a guided walk up Mandu Mandu Gorge, stopping to spot native wildlife, and be sure to stop at Vlaming Head Lighthouse on the way back to take in a Ningaloo sunset.
To add to the adventure, go camping or ‘glamping’ in Cape Range National Park. Alternatively, make Coral Bay or Exmouth your base - both offer options to cater for all budgets, from backpackers, caravan parks and chalets to motels, lodges and resorts.

Ningaloo Reef is one of them. Recognised on the UNESCO World Heritage List, the world’s largest fringing reef is home to stunning coral formations 

and spectacular sea life, just metres from the shore. Swimming with the whale sharks, the gentle giants of the ocean, is one of life’s most exhilarating 

experiences and just one highlight of a Western Australia adventure for your clients.

The Locals
From March to July, Ningaloo Reef plays host to the largest aggregation of the world’s biggest fish, the majestic whale shark. Tours to swim with both whale sharks and humpback whales are available out of Exmouth and Coral Bay. There are also many other eco-adventure tours to view a huge variety of marine wildlife including sea turtles, orcas (killer whales) dugongs, manta rays, reef sharks and much more! 

Ningaloo Reef can be accessed just footsteps from the beach – something very few coral reefs offer. Enjoy the clearest turquoise water imaginable in the Ningaloo Reef Lagoon and see pristine coral gardens and swim with hundreds of colourful tropical reef fish species at the do-it-yourself snorkelling sites of Exmouth’s Cape Range National Park or Coral Bay.
When passing through Exmouth, keep an eye out for emus who wander through the town streets.

Ningaloo Reef, Coral Bay

Ningaloo Reef, Exmouth

Aerial view of Ningaloo Reef
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Long celebrated as one of the world’s prettiest and most liveable cities, Perth is now striding confidently on to the international stage as a leading 
player in Australia’s cultural, hospitality and events scene. New attractions, accommodation, wining and dining offerings and cultural and entertainment 
precincts have flourished, complementing the city’s natural beauty. So what’s new, and what’s to come?

New city precincts
Connecting the Swan River and city, the vibrant 
waterfront precinct of Elizabeth Quay opened in 
2016. Look out for Go Cultural’s Aboriginal walking 
tours, river cruises, public art, pop-up events, kids 
play areas, a brewery and restaurants. Multiple 
development projects are taking shape, including the 
newly-opened Ritz-Carlton Perth, its first Australian 
property in over 10 years. The hotel offers a rooftop 
bar, Songbird, and fine-dining restaurant, Hearth.

As part of the Perth City Link project, two new 
public precincts have been unveiled. Kings Square 
is a short walk from Perth Arena, Northbridge 
and the Perth Cultural Centre where visitors can 
have a bite to eat or meander through the Art 
Gallery of WA; while Yagan Square is the flagship 
public space. Designed to celebrate WA with a 
strong Aboriginal narrative, Yagan Square is a 
hub of activity, day and night, with a digital tower 
and digital canopies for light, art, and video 
projections, native gardens, and public art. This 
hub is also home to a market hall, featuring around 
20 food vendors, other eateries, bars and pop-up 
events, such as the annual Fringe World festival.

Elsewhere, heritage buildings and laneways are 
now home to bustling bars and street art. More 
than 80 walls across Perth and surrounding 
suburbs have become a canvas for local, 
interstate and international artists, including a new 
23-storey masterpiece adorning The Adnate hotel.

Opening at the end of 2015, the State Buildings 
has become one of Perth’s most popular wining 
and dining precincts. 

Situated in the centre of the city, the former 
government buildings have been reinvented and 
as well as housing luxury boutique hotel COMO 
The Treasury, visitors will find David Thompson’s 
Long Chim, celebrated Perth chocolatier Sue Lewis, 
Rohan Jewellery, COMO Shambhala, Wildflower 
restaurant (with a menu revolving around the six 
Indigenous Noongar seasons) and many more 
unique foodie experiences. 

Recently opened Hibernian Place is home to the 368-
room, five-star Westin Perth, Guy Grossi’s Garum 
restaurant, much-loved WA wellness spa Bodhi J, a 
coffee roaster, rooftop bar and new eateries.

New hotels
Perth now offers some of the best value 
hotel and short-stay accommodation in 
Australia. Not only are visitors enjoying more 
choice in accommodation with a broad 
selection of boutique, big name and luxury 
accommodation options, Perth hoteliers are 
also offering up some great deals. 

Since 2012, over 40 new or redeveloped 
hotels have opened in and around Perth, 
adding nearly 5,000 new rooms to the local 
market with names such as COMO, Crown 
Towers, Ritz-Carlton, Intercontinental and 
Aloft among the mix.

By 2022, it is expected that a further seven 
new hotels will come online, adding even 
more new rooms. Among the names still 
to come are DoubleTree by Hilton Perth 
Waterfront, and Dorsett Hotel. 
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The Margaret River Region is renowned for producing some of Australia’s very best food and wine. But that is just the beginning of what’s on offer. From 

the coast, to the caves, to the forest there is enough on offer in the Margaret River Region to satisfy everyone, from the foodie to the serious adventurer. 

Margaret River Region

The Margaret River Region encompasses the 

towns of Dunsborough, Busselton, Yallingup, 

Cowaramup, Augusta and Margaret River. It 

is known for its premium wines, and offers 

travellers a unique opportunity to indulge in 

a range of holiday experiences. It is the only 

wine region in Australia where you can hop 

from award-winning wineries and restaurants to 

stunning beaches, tall-timber forests, world-class 

surf breaks and ancient caves. Blessed with 

mild weather and abundant sunshine, Margaret 

River has evolved from a chilled-out surfie town 

into a popular base for enjoying the region’s fine 

flavours and spectacular scenery, where rolling 

vineyards sit against a backdrop of ocean and 

forest.

Producing over 20% of Australia’s premium wine, 

the tastings are top notch. Besides over 100 

cellar doors, you’ll be spoilt for choice with many 

fine restaurants, boutique breweries, art galleries 

and fresh produce, from divine cheeses to 

decadent chocolate. Time your visit to coincide 

with the annual wine and food festivals and you’ll 

get to savour many of these flavours in one hit. 

Those with a taste for adventure will find plenty to 

indulge in too, from exploring the famous Cape 

to Cape track, or spotting whales off the coast. 

From Perth, it’s an easy three hour drive via coast 

or country. Budget travellers can catch the coach 

that departs daily. Or, you can opt to arrive in style, 

fly direct from Melbourne three times a week.

After a journey surrounded by premium wineries, 

and amazing vistas of undulating vineyards, it is 

the lush forest, the river and the surf breaks that 

add an extra dimension to Margaret River.

During the day the towns are bustling with 

sandy beach feet, but at night they come alive 

with a totally different scene of fantastic foodie 

restaurants, wine bars, and pubs with live music. 

Decadent food, premium produce, internationally 

renowned wine, surf culture, art and a love for 

nature combine to be the soul of the town and 

some of the main attractions.

Stunning walking and cycling tracks meander 

along the river or through the surrounding forest 

to the vineyards and farms. The world-famous 

Margaret River surf is only 10 minutes from the 

Margaret River town centre.

A range of quality accommodation is available 

ranging from backpackers, bed and breakfasts, 

apartments, luxury lodges, manors and hotels.

Western Australia 

Gourmet Escape

It’s a full plate at the annual Western 

Australia Gourmet Escape, which is 

hosted in Perth and Margaret River each 

November with a line-up of international 

celebrity chefs and homegrown favourites.

In 2019, Marco Pierre White was joined by 

Momofuku’s David Chang, Jock Zonfrillo, 

Colin Fassnidge and Pierre Koffmann. 

Western Australia Gourmet Escape offers 

something for everyone from the avid 

foodies to those simply chasing a bit of 

celebrity action, and of course those who 

want to try the region’s premium wines in 

spectacular locations.

Smiths Beach

Olio Bello, Margaret River

Beach BBQ, Western Australia Gourmet Escape

Wills Domain Winery, Margaret River

Experience  top quAlity WiNe,
World-clASS Surf and  food feStivAlS

This historic and picturesque coastal region boasts some of the most awe-inspiring coastline and stunning landscapes in the world. With unique and 

diverse flora and fauna endemic to the region, there is a wealth of national parks to explore. And to top off its natural beauty and cultural heritage,  

the region also offers a variety of gourmet attractions, with an abundance of wineries, farmers markets and producers to discover.

The breathtaking beauty of Albany’s rugged 

coastline creates a fitting backdrop to a dramatic 

whaling, convict and settler history and a 

sensational south coast adventure. 

The Albany Highway gets you there in just five 

hours from Perth, while a direct flight from Perth 

airport will whisk you there in one hour and 15 

minutes. Or why not take your time by driving the 

foodie route via the Margaret River Region; or if 

you’re feeling energetic, enjoy one of the world’s 

greatest hiking journeys, walking the Bibbulmun 

Track that runs from Perth to Albany. 

This charming city of Albany marks the spot where 

the first European settlers set foot in Western 

Australia, and much of their legacy remains 

today with around 50 colonial buildings used as 

museums, galleries and restaurants. From convict 

prisons, whaling ships and taverns to quaint 

cottages and grand National Trust residences, you 

can take in almost two centuries of history on a 

30-minute self-guided walk, following the Amity Trail.

Albany’s King George Sound marks the spot 

where the first convoy of ANZACs departed for the 

battlegrounds of the First World War. Today, you can 

follow their extraordinary stories through the National 

Anzac Centre’s state-of-the-art interactive displays.

You’ll also find some of the town’s biggest tales 

in the Historic Whaling Station at Discovery Bay, 

the only museum of its kind to be housed in a 

former whaling station. The industry met its end 

in 1978, creating a safe port of call for migrating 

humpback, southern right and blue whales. Spot 

them from the shore or join a whale watching 

cruise for a magical encounter.

One of the most scenic areas for whale spotting 

and cliff-top walks is Torndirrup National Park. 

Here, the Southern Ocean has sculpted the 

granite coastline into striking formations known as 

The Gap and Natural Bridge.

For sensational views over King George Sound, 

head for Middleton Beach Board Walk. Or take a 

drive up to Albany Wind Farm and feel dwarfed by 

the towering turbines.

As well as world-class hiking, you’ll also find some 

top-notch spots for fishing, sailing and diving. 

A weekend visit also brings the iconic Albany 

Farmers Markets. No imports here, just fresh and 

fabulous, locally-grown flavours.

Taste Albany and the Great Southern

There’s a reason Albany’s gourmet providores, organic food producers, farmers’ markets and 

dining outlets are stacking up all the food awards’ silverware. Produce so fresh you can count 

the minutes since it was harvested, devotion to sustainable agricultural methods, commitment 

to time-honoured cooking techniques passed down through generations and a strictly seasonal 

approach to dining room menus. 

The list goes on and so does Albany’s food and wine scene. Visit the cellar doors for a wine tasting, 

or dine in and taste some of the Great Southern’s fresh local produce. Linger around the vineyards 

of Mount Barker, Denmark, Frankland River and Porongurup and enjoy your peaceful surroundings. 

Start or end your foodie adventure in Albany with a trip to Western Australia’s Margaret River Region, 

three hours drive from Perth. Producing over 20% of Australia’s premium wine, the tastings are top 

notch. And besides over 100 cellar doors, you’ll be spoilt for choice with many fine restaurants, 

boutique breweries, art galleries and fresh produce, from divine cheeses to decadent chocolate.
Dining at Oranje Tractor Wines

Whale watching

The Gap, Torndirrup National Park
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