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There’s nothing like watching the 
wonder and awe in a child’s face as 
they step into the world of Disney 
at the Anaheim theme parks. As a 
parent it’s a combination of that 
priceless look and a lifetime of your 
own Disney memories rolled into 
one—and for many Kiwi families it 
really is a trip of a lifetime.
While there’s no official Disney fig-
ures, wholesalers say the combina-
tion of the higher NZD and some 
competitive US airfares have resulted 

in a growing number of Kiwi families 
heading to the Magic Kingdom.
This week the Disneyland Resort 
California Adventure Park will unveil 
some major new developments giv-
ing clients more reasons to visit, or 
revisit, the Magic Kingdom. 
Travel Today, and three junior re-
porters, will be there to report on 
the launch of Disney California Ad-
venture’s new 12 acre Cars Land, the 
opening of the Buena Vista Street 
experience and the new Carthay The-
atre—as well as news and updates 
from across the two parks.

Disneyland Where 
Dreams Come True

One Day Is NOT Enough
One-day Disneyland passes are still 
available, but given there’s now over 
100 attractions across the two parks 
one day is really not long enough to 
experience the parks—especially 
during the summer peak. Clients 
looking for some guidance should be 
urged to at least consider a two- or 
three-day Park Hopper pass, which 
give them the freedom to change 
between the two parks. 
As well as the huge number of rides 
and attractions both parks now offer 
incredible seasonal night-time shows.

Matterhorn Refurb
D i s n e y l a n d  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  
re-imagineering the parks and from 
time to time this leads to attraction 
closures. Suggest clients check the 
Disneyland website for details about 
which rides are closed during their 
visit to avoid disappointment. At the 
moment the Matterhorn Bobsled at-
traction is closed for refurbishment.

Magic Mornings At DCA
From 18 Jun, Disney California  
Adventure Park will offer early magic 
morning entry on a Mon, Wed and Fri.
The ‘Extra Magic Hour’ pre-park 
opening applies to clients staying in 
a Disneyland Resort hotel. Those buy-
ing a three-day or longer parks pass 
will also get one free Magic Morning 
entry.  Disneyland offers Magic Morn-
ing entry for select attractions Sun, 
Tue, Thu and Sat. Guests must have a 
valid park ticket and hotel room key 
card, and urge them to arrive 75mins 
before the park opens.

More Disney Info On-line
There are numerous sites offering tips 
and details about the Disneyland Re-
sport parks, but for the most accurate 
and up-to-date details, including park 
tips, see disneyland.com Strollers For Under Fives 

Even if  clients are staying in a  
Disneyland Hotel urge families with 
children under five years to take or 
hire a stroller (push chair). There’s 
lots of walking to do across both the 
Disney parks and a stroller comes in 
very handy to ferry little people from 
one ride to another, to put things 
in, and even as something for kids 
to hold on to as you negotiate the 
crowds. Strollers, with ample stor-
age, are available for hire for USD15 
per day outside the Disneyland Park 
Main Entrance. The strollers can be 
used in both Disney Parks, but can-
not be taken into the Downtown Dis-
ney shopping and dining precinct.
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. . . More Enjoyable
For those travelling with families, and 
who have the time, suggest upgrading 
to a five-day ticket to allow the whole 
family to really enjoy the park. 
Speaking from personal experience, 
having the option of more time in the 
park takes the pressure off the whole 
family and makes it easier to break 
up the days. For example spend the 
morning in the parks, head back for 
a swim at the hotel to avoid the after-
noon peak, and then go back into the 
parks in the evening and take in one 
of the shows.
Disney Destination’s Rick Youngman 
says for many Kiwis the Disneyland 
Resort is part of their Southern Cali-
fornia itinerary, and reinforces the 
benefits of upgrading to a longer 
parks pass. “People might want to 
spend a couple of days in the parks 
and then head to SeaWorld another 
day—but with [a longer pass] they 
can come back into Disneyland that 
night and grab an ice-cream and 
watch the fireworks,” he says.
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Character Greetings
Disney doesn’t specify when  
characters will be where, but as a 
general rule: Mickey and friends 
can be found in Toon Town (go 
early to avoid long lines); the 
Disney Princesses and Alice in 
Wonderland characters in Fan-
tasy Land; and Pooh and friends 
in Critter Country. Also keep an 
eye out for Mickey and Minnie 
at Time Square outside the Mad 
Hatter Shop (on the right inside 
the Disneyland entrance as you 
head to Main Street).Over at Dis-
ney California Adventure Disney 
characters can be spotted at the 
Hollywood Pictures Backlot and 
the Sunshine Plaza. Click Here
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The Disney California Park will 
come of age this Fri with the launch 
of a new land, new attractions and a 
new look, including the addition of 
a new park icon, the Carthay Circle 
Theatre and Restaurant (pictured 
above).
Disney opened the second Anaheim 
park in 2001 with three lands. Later 
this week, following the opening of a 
new Cars Land (more on that later this 
week) and a new 1920s themed Buena 
Vista Street area, Disney California 
Adventure will boast a total of eight 
themed lands—and a whole new feel.
It’s hoped the developments will firmly 
establish Disney California Adventure 
as a must-do Disney park in its own 
right—now offering a full range of at-
tractions for the young to adventurous 
and even fine dining.

. . . Buena Vista Street
Visitors entering Disney California 
Adventure will be transported back 
to Hollywood in the 1920s—the way 
Walt would’ve seen it. The park en-

California Adventure 
Comes Of Age 

trance has been transformed and the 
giant CALIFORNIA letters have gone. 
Passing by the historic Red Car Trol-
leys, park guests will enter the new 
Buena Vista Street Precinct. The new 
precinct is California Adventure’s 
answer to Main Street in Disneyland 
and with classic Disney storytelling, 
visitors are transported back to a 
bygone era. 

Dining Now On-line
Agents with Disneyland-bound  
clients can now book their Disney 
character dining experiences on-line. 
There’s a host of options across the 
parks and hotels and character din-
ing is ideal for clients who are short 
on time, or for a gentle introduction 
for kids who are a little wary of the 
characters. Bookings must be made 
within 60 days of departure and can 
be made in 10-min. intervals. Agents 
need to provide the client’s name, 
contact phone number, the number 
of adults and children and if a high 
chair is required. Clients can also re-
quest Bibbidi Bobbidi Boutique and 
Disney 365 (both makeover options 
for young princesses) through the 
same e-mail address. E-mail reserva-
tions to dine@disneyland.com

Starbucks At Disney
The first Starbucks will open in a 
Disney park this week. Located in the 
Fiddle, Fifer and Practical Café (char-
acters from the Three Little Pigs) 
along the park’s new Buena Vista 
Street there will be no Starbucks 
branding outside, but it will serve 
Starbucks coffee and food inside—
with some Disney menu options.

Disney Junior – Live
Disney continues to attract new 
generations of fans through its story 
telling—including the shows on its 
Disney Junior television channel. 
These characters come alive at the 
Disney Junior Live On Stage show 
at Disney California Adventure. The 
newest addition to the line up is 
Jake and the Neverland Pirates as 
well as the stars from Mickey Mouse 
Clubhouse, Handy Manny and Little 
Einsteins. There are regular perfor-
mances throughout the day. See the 
entertainment schedule for details.
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The Magic Continues 
At Disneyland

Live From Disney
Reporting Live: Travel Today’s junior 
reporters have been doing some 
field research today—largely around 
Disneyland’s Toon Town and Tomor-
rowland. We also took advantage of 
Disney’s Magic Mornings (which lets 
Disney Hotel guests, or those buy-
ing a three-day parks pass or longer, 
enter the park an hour earlier on 
selected days). We managed to ride 
straight into Tomorrowland on the 
Monorail from Downtown Disney, 
ride the Finding Nemo submarines, 
try out the Buzz Lightyear Astroblast-
ers before the park opened as well as 
get the jump on some of the popular 
Fantasyland rides before the lines 
built-up. A highlight for our junior 
journos, pictured above, was meeting 
Mickey Mouse in Toon Town.

The transformation of  Disney 
California Adventure has been 
under the spotlight, but across at 
Disneyland the magic continues.
Rides such as It’s A Small World 
and the Mad Tea Party (the tea cups 
ride) continue to delight visitors of 
all ages, while other favourites such 
as Star Tours (the Star Wars ride) 
have been revamped to add a new 
dimension—literally.
The popular Star Tours attraction 3D 
re-opened at Disneyland last year 
and now utilises the latest imag-
ing technology to transport visitors 
right into scenes from the Star Wars 
movies. There’s also now more than 
50 ride combinations, so clients can 

ride it again and again—each time 
experiencing a new adventure.
Meanwhile, the Matterhorn Bobsleds, 
which originally opening in 1959 will 
re-open at Disneyland this Fri fol-
lowing a ‘refresh’, complete with new 
three-person bob-sleds that will al-
low guests to be seated individually.

. . . Newcomers
There’s also a couple of new faces at 
Disneyland. Merida, the lead char-
acter of the new Disney-Pixar film 
Brave now offers a meet and greet 
near It’s A Small World, and from Oct 
Periwinkle will join Tinkerbell and 
her fairy friends at Pixie Hollow.

Time Saver Tips
Disneyland’s attractions are hugely 
popular—and with that popularity 
often come queues. But there’s some 
easy tips to reduce the time spent 
queuing. The most popular is the 
Disney Fastpass system which allows 
guests to get a ticket to come back to 
one of the more popular rides during 
a specified time window. Urge clients 
to get the easy-to-use Fastpass tick-
ets early in the day as there’s only a 
limited number allocated daily.
Tell them to look for the Fastpass 
distribution area near the entrance 
of the Fastpass attractions (listed 
below). Insert the park admission 
ticket into the Fastpass machine and 
a Fastpass ticket will be printed with 
the return time. Tell clients to re-
member to check the Fastpass return 
time clock for when to return to the 
attraction (it’s normally a window of 
90 mins or so). Clients can only have 
one Fastpass at each park at a time.

. . . Fastpass Rides
At Disneyland the rides are: Autopia; 
Big Thunder Mountain Railroad; 
Indiana Jones; Roger Rabbit’s Car 
Toon Spin; Space Mountain; Splash 
Mountain; and Star Tours. Over at 
Disney California Adventure the Fast-
pass rides are: California Screamin; 
Goofy’s Sky School; Grizzly River 
Run; Radiator Springs Racers (to be 
distributed near ‘It’s Tough to Be a 
Bug’), Soarin’ Over California and the 
Tower of Terror. There’s also a Fast-
pass for the World of Color nighttime 
spectacular.

Single Rider
A large number of attractions have 
a single rider option. If clients don’t 
mind going solo the queue is much 
shorter and often fast moving. Inter-
ested clients should ask a cast (staff) 
member if the facility is available. 
There’s also a rider swap option for 
parents who want to ride an attrac-
tion but have young children. Both 
parents queue, then one parent rides 
while the other waits with the kids, 
and then the parents swap without 
having to queue again. This may not 
be available on all attractions.

Get In Early
The queues tend to build up 
through the day so urge clients 
to head to the more popular rides 
first thing. It also generally gets 
quieter at attractions over lunch 
and when parades are on.
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The two-year upgrade of  the  
Disneyland Hotel is complete and 
the iconic hotel is boasting a whole 
new look and feel. As well as re-
furbished rooms there’s now three 
pools and slides, new bars and 
restaurants and nostalgic Disney 
enhancements.
The refreshed property is ideal for 
families. Rooms sleep up to five and 
the Disney experience begins at 
check-in—with surprise character 
visits, tea-cup themed seats and even 
a Disney movie area for the little 
ones. 
The rooms feature Disney touches 
and at night-time the magic contin-
ues with in-room fireworks…in the 
form of twinkling fibre lights which 
light-up over a castle across a giant 
headboard. 
Some of the hotel rooms also offer a 
view of the nightly Disneyland fire-
works as an added bonus.
The hotel is located at the end of 
Downtown Disney, a short walk from 
the parks and guests can take the 

Disneyland Hotel 
Gets A Revamp

monorail right into Tomorrowland 
(a park ticket and hotel room key is 
required). 
Urge families to take advantage of 
the Magic Mornings early entry for 
Disney Hotel guests and then return 
to the new pool and water play area 
later in the day. There’s two larger 
water slides and a smaller two-lane 
mini-slide.

A Soundsational Parade
Mickey’s New Soundsational 
Parade down Main Street USA 
opened in the park last month 
and features over 90 performers, 
including a number of popular 
Disney characters performing a gi-
ant jam session. Urge clients with 
children to pick a spot early along 
the parade way (which is roped 
off before the parades begin) to 
ensure they get a good view.

Pic: Paul Hiffmeyer

Disney Photopass
The Disney Photopass is a unique 
way to get professional park photos 
of the whole family to ensure the 
‘magical memories’ last forever. Dis-
ney has photographers stationed at 
key locations across both parks and 
visitors simply grab one of the photo 
pass cards and get it scanned each 
time they get a Photopass picture. 
All those pictures can be viewed 
at the photo supplies store at the 
bottom of Main Street USA and a 
picture, including a quirky Disney 
border is from around USD14. For 
those looking to get all the photos on 
their Photopass, they can buy the full 
image CD—which does come at a 
premium, around USD169.

Main St Sneak Peak
For clients with limited time, the 
shops along Main Street USA in 
Disneyland usually open around 
30 minutes before the rest of the 
park. It’s also a great time to head 
to the bottom of Main Street USA 
and grab a photo with the Sleeping 
Beauty Castle as a backdrop with 
no or few people in the frame.

One More Sleep To Go
There’s just one more sleep to go 
until the junior reporters get to try 
out Cars Land. The new 12-acre de-
velopment is entirely themed around 
the Disney-Pixar Cars movie and 
features three family-friendly new 
attractions (think flying tyres, danc-
ing tractors and a race car race-off) 
along with new shops, dining options 
and surprises. In the build-up the 
junior reporters have been perfect-
ing their driving skills at Autopia in 
Disneyland (pictured).
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Disneyland Facts
•	There’s	 now	 over	 100	 attractions	

over the two theme parks. 
•	Disneyland	and	Disney	California	

Adventure share a common plaza 
and clients with park hopper tick-
ets can easily walk between them.

•	For	a	wealth	of	 the	 latest	park	 in-
formation, tips and details can all 
be found at disneyland.com

Height Requirements
Due to the nature of  the rides a 
number of Disneyland Resort attrac-
tions have height restrictions—but 
basically by the age of four-ish (or 
102cm) children can get on most of 
the rides. A full list of height restric-
tions is at Disneyland.com, but here’s 
a quick guide:
Disneyland rides min. height: 82cm 
accompanied on Autopia; 89cm on 
Gadget’s Go Coaster and the Mat-
terhorn Bobsled (currently closed 
for refurb); 102 cm on Big Thunder 
Mountain Railroad, Space Mountain, 
Splash Mountain and Star Tours. 
There’s a 117cm requirement for 
Indiana Jones and to ride Autopia 
alone, 137cm.
At Disney California Adventure min. 
heights are: 82cm if accompanied 
by another rider on Luigi’s Flying 
Tires and Mater’s Junkyard Jamboree 
(both opening 15 Jun); 91cm on the 
Tuck and Roll’s Drive Em Buggies; 
at least 102cm on Jumpin’ Jellyfish, 
Radiator Springs Racers, Silly Sym-
phony Swings (tandem), Soarin’ Over 
California and the Tower of Terror. 
The min. height is 106cm for Grizzly 
River Run, the Redwood Creek Trail, 
California Screamin’ and solo on Silly 
Symphony Swings.

Disney’s Health Tick
Disney last week introduced a new 
‘Mickey Check’ tool which helps 
parents identify nutritious foods at 
its parks and resorts, and will start 
appearing on licensed food products 
and menus by the end of the year. 
The move is the latest in Disney’s aim 
to help parents inspire kids to lead 
healthier lifestyles.

The vibrant Downtown Disney pre-
cinct, located adjacent to the parks, 
is a shopping and dining area by 
day, and transforms into a popular 
entertainment precinct by night. 
For families there’s restaurants includ-
ing the themed Rainforest Café as well 
as interactive shops such as the Build 
A Bear Workshop and Ride Makers (a 
new ‘build your own car’ shop). The 
area is also home to the second largest 
Lego shop in the US (where Lego is 
said to be priced less than half what 
it is in New Zealand). The revamped 
shop now features huge handmade 
Lego Disney characters and a Lego 
building area complete with a car rac-
ing track—that’s very popular with 
younger children.
On the dining front the refurbished 
Uva bar offers a wide selection of 
drinks, including Tangerine beer, and 
a range of tapas billed as value for 
money and designed to be shared. 
For sports fans the ESPN zone (pic-
tured right) screens almost every 

Fireworks Tips
Taking in the Disneyland fireworks 
is a Disney must-do. The night-
ly Magical fireworks show is still 
breath-taking and urge guests look-
ing to get the best view to head 
anywhere along Main Street USA so 
they have Sleeping Beauty’s castle as 
the backdrop. 
For those looking to catch the sky 
high show without entering the 
park, there’s a number of vantage 
points around the area. Clients can 
also book ‘fireworks seats’ for din-
ner or dessert at Catal Restaurant 
in Downtown Disney. They suggest 
booking 30 mins prior to the fire-
works start time.

Shopping, Dining At 
Downtown Disney

known sporting code there is and 
games, including All Blacks tests, can 
be booked to watch on one of the 
televisions. There’s a bar, dining and 
a games area upstairs. Other notable 
fixtures are The House of Blues, which 
hosts regular concerts and there are 
a number of restaurants including 
Tortilla Jo’s and Naples which offer ex-
press takeaway options, a cheaper and 
quicker alternative to dining in.
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With blinking neon, a backlit 
mountain range and classic rock 
music inspired by Route 66, Radia-
tor Springs came to life last night 
for those attending the Cars Land 
Premiere in Disney California Ad-
venture.
There has been a huge amount of hype 
and build-up around the launch of the 
new themed land, which can make it 
tough to be impressed, but last night 
Cars Land failed to disappoint on any 
level.
Walking through the main street of 
Radiator Springs is really like stepping 
into the movie. The depth of detail 
and clever car puns add to the ambi-
ance and showcase Disney’s ability 
to connect people of all ages through 
storytelling.
“The crown jewel of our Disney Cali-

Radiator Springs Racers
Without a doubt the star of Cars Land 
has got to be the Radiator Springs 
Racers. Billed as one of the largest and 
most elaborate attractions created for 
a Disney theme park, the new ride fea-
tures a host of memorable elements 
which combine to deliver an incred-
ible journey, and race, through Radia-
tor Springs’ Ornament Valley. 
Without giving too much away guests 
board one of the Cars family to take 
a tour of the highlights, and person-
alities, in Radiator Springs before 
getting a pre-race makeover at Luigi’s 
tires or Ramone’s House of Body 
Art (there are two versions). After a 
pep talk from Doc Hudson the cars 
are propelled into a race through the 
spectacular backdrop of Ornament 
Valley. With fun, surprises, characters, 
scenery and speed this ride really has 
it all and should be a must-do for all 
Disneyland visitors.

Cars Land Premiere: 
The Wait Is Over

Car-acters
New Car-themed performers are 
taking to the streets of Radiator 
Springs when Cars Land opens 
in Disney California Adventure 
this Fri California time. As well 
as Lightning McQueen and Mater 
a host of other car-acters will be 
making an appearance. DJ, the 
ultimate party car (pictured), will 
entertain park visitors with giant 
speakers, a built-in disc changer 
and his very own party crew—
staging impromptu dance parties. 
Meanwhile, another car-acter 
Red the Fire Truck will be in Cars 
Land looking to recruit volun-
teers to help water the flowers and 
clean-up Radiator Springs—but 
prepare to get wet, warn Disney 
insiders.

fornia Adventure expansion, Cars 
Land is the extraordinary result of a 
close collaboration between the gifted 
filmmakers at Pixar Animation Stu-
dios and our talented Imagineers and 
cast members,” The Walt Disney Com-
pany chairman and chief executive of-
ficer Bob Iger told those at last night’s 
event. “It’s also a spectacular example 
of our ability to take our characters 
and stories and bring them to life in 
new and unexpected ways.”

Sarg and Ramone’s
Sarge’s Surplus Hut and Radiator 
Springs Curios both offer Cars-
themed merchandise, along with 
Ramone’s House of Body Art. There’s 
a plethora of new Cars-related items 
available, including collectable items.

Get There Early
Demand for Cars Land and the new 
attractions is expected to be high, 
so urge clients to get to the area and 
rides early before the queues build 
up. It may also pay to remind clients 
buying a three-day or longer pass 
that, from Mon, their one Magic 
Morning early entry may be taken 
at Disney California Adventure. For 
details see Disneyland.com

pic: Scott Brinegar-Disneyland
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Sally’s Cozy Cone Motel
Dining out at one of the five giant  
orange cones that make up Sally’s Cozy 
Cone Motel is a feast for the senses. 
Offering five different cone-inspired 
take-out dishes, there’s pop cone (pop 
corn), ice-cream cones, chile cone 
quesco and other cone-coctions such 
as churros. The concept adds a little 
fun to the meals and guests can even 
sit under orange cone shaped umbrel-
las to eat their snacks.
Other options include Fillmore’s 
Taste-in with offerings including 
the ‘high-octane’ health benefits of 
fresh fruits, bottled water and juices. 
There’s also Flo’s V8 café, open for 
breakfast, lunch and dinner. For cli-
ents looking to re-fuel but not miss 
any of the action the café offers ex-
pansive views of the Cadillac Moun-
tain Range and is a great vantage 
point to watch the Radiator Springs 
Racers zoom by.

Luigi’s Flying Tires
For something a little different, guests can help Luigi test-drive a new ship-
ment of oversized tires. Riders are floating on air as they lean left and right 
to negotiate the way accompanied by giant beach balls and music. For many 
the ride is reminiscent of the Flying Saucers attraction.

New In World of Color
World of Color, the watery nighttime 
spectacular at Disney California 
Adventure, will launch some new 
additions and surprises ‘from TRON 
legacy to Prep & Landing’, says Dis-
ney. This northern summer Merida 
(the animated star of new Disney-
Pixar movie Brave) will debut in 
the show along with her faithful  
steed Angus.

Pixar Play Parade
The Popular Pixar Play Parade is  
returning to Disney California Ad-
venture for the northern summer 
and will be performed twice-daily, 
featuring all the popular characters. 
New for 2012 is the Dancin’ With Dis-
ney interactive character show. For 
show and parade times on specific 
dates, see Disneyland.com

Minnie’s Fly Girls
Visitors can sing along with Minnie 
Mouse in the Minnie’s Fly Girls Char-
ter Airline show. Staged at Condor 
Flats, near Soarin’ Over California 
(in California Adventure) the travel-
related sing-along features songs 
from the 40s, 50s and 60s—and also 
includes the chance to meet Minnie 
Mouse. See the park entertainment 
schedules for show details.

Meet The Locals
Lightning McQueen and Mater  
usually make appearances and 
pose for photos near the Cozy 
Cone Motel in Cars Land—but 
above, they are pictured at Flo’s 
V8 Cafe, which takes on a whole 
new look at night and features the 
neon of Route 66.

Stars Welcome Cars
D i s n e y  D e s t i n a t i o n’s  S e a n  
Harrigan is pictured with Modern 
Family television show star Sarah 
Hyland at the Cars Land VIP pre-
view at Disney California Adventure 
last night. 

Do-se-do-ing Tractors
Mater’s Junkyard Jamboree with its dancing tractors may sound like a 
gentler option, but riders sitting in the trailers are swung from one side 
of the ‘dance floor’ to another with lots of twists and spins performed to 
Mater’s own hoedown songs. In fact, Disney calls it a ‘tow-si-do’! It’s a lot 
of fun and last night the ride got the big thumbs up from Larry The Cable 
Guy, the voice of Mater, although he admitted it was ‘kinda weird’ sitting 
on the ride listing to Mater (his character) talk to park guests. 
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